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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Claims 5, 8-10 and 15 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 5/23/05. 

Response to Amendment 

The amendment filed 2/14/06 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because it 
introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment 
shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added material 
which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: 

On page 8, lines 23-25, stating "The connector connecting portion may be 
configured to be connected to the connector or the connector housing in anti-rotating 
relation by circumferential engagement with the engagement window of the retainer 
holding portion." constitutes new matter. 

On page 8, line 34 - page 9, line 3, stating "And, a connector connecting portion 
of the anti-rotation device for a pipe and a connector may be configured to be 
connected to the connector in anti-rotating relation by circumferential engagement with 
the retainer." constitutes new matter. 

On page 9, lines 14-19, stating "The connector connecting portion may be 
configured to be located between the other axial end of the connector housing and the 
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pipe and to be connected to a connector in anti-rotating relation by circumferential 
engagement with an inner surface side of the connector housing, namely an inner 
surface of the connector housing or a retainer held by the connector housing." 
constitutes new matter 

On page 9, lines 20-24, stating "Further , the connector connecting portion may 
be configured to be connected to the connector in anti-rotating relation by 
circumferential engagement with a rotation preventive engagement protrusion or a 
rotation preventive engagement recess formed on or in the connector housing." 
constitutes new matter. 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-4, 6-7, 1 1 , 13-14, 16 and 18-22 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

In claims 1-4, 16 and 18-22, it is unclear as to whether the pipe and connector 
are being claimed in combination with the anti-rotation device. Claim 1 recites "An anti- 
rotation device for a pipe and a connector", yet positively recites features of the pipe 
and connector such as: "the connector having sealing means, retainer means and a 
connector housing", "the pipe including an inserting side portion of straight tubular 
shape inserted in and connected to the connector housing", "the inserting side portion 
being connected to the connector housing by engagement of an annular engagement 
projection formed on the inserting side portion with the retainer means"; claim 2 recites 
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"wherein the pipe connecting portion is connected to the inserting side portion of the 
pipe"; claim 16 recites "wherein the retainer means is a retainer held in a retainer 
holding portion formed on the other axial end of the connector housing in anti-rotating 
relation, and the connector connected portion is connected to the connector in anti- 
rotating relation by circumferential engagement with the retainer"; claim 18 recites "the 
rotation preventive plates fit in a pair of rotation preventive engagement recesses 
formed in an inner peripheral surface of the connector housing"; claim 19 recites "the 
rotation preventive plates are pressed by bottom surfaces of the rotation preventive 
recesses"; claim 20 recites "wherein a distance between radially outer ends of the 
rotation preventive plates is longer than a distance between bottom surfaces of the 
rotation preventive engagement recesses". 

For examination purposes, the pipe and connector have been considered to be 
claimed in combination with the anti-rotation device in claims 1-4, 16 and 18-22. 

In claims 6 and 7, it is unclear as to whether the pipe and connector are being 
claimed in combination with the anti-rotation device. Claim 6 recites "An anti-rotation 
device for a pipe and a connector", yet positively recites features of the pipe and 
connector such as: "the connector having a connector housing provided with a 
connecting portion", "the pipe including an inserting side portion of straight tubular 
shape inserted in and connected to the connector housing", "knurls are formed in... an 
outer surface of the inserting side portion of the pipe for a circumferential range"; claim 
7 recites "wherein the knurls are formed so as to extend in an axial direction". 
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For examination purposes, the pipe and connector have been considered to be 
claimed in combination with the anti-rotation device in claims 6-7. 

In claim 1 1 , it is unclear as to whether the pipe and connector are being claimed 
in combination with the anti-rotation device. Claim 1 1 recites "An anti-rotation device for 
a pipe and a connector", yet positively recites features of the pipe and connector such 
as: "the connector having a connector housing... and a retainer holding portion holding 
a retainer", "the pipe including an inserting side portion of straight tubular shape inserted 
in and connected to the connector housing", "the inserting side portion being connected 
to the connector housing by engagement with the retainer", "the retainer being held by 
the retainer holding portion via engagement with an engagement window formed on the 
retainer holding portion". 

For examination purposes, the pipe and connector have been considered to be 
claimed in combination with the anti-rotation device in claim 1 1 . 

Claims 13-14, it is unclear as to whether the pipe and connector are being 
claimed in combination with the anti-rotation device. Claim 13 recites "An anti-rotation 
structure for a pipe and a connector", yet positively recites features of the pipe and 
connector such as: "the connector having a retainer means and a connector housing 
provided with a connecting portion", "the pipe including an inserting side portion of 
straight tubular shape inserted in and connected to the connector housing", "the 
inserting side portion being connected to the connector housing by engagement of an 
annular engagement projection formed on the inserting side portion with the retainer 
means"; claim 14 recites "wherein the connector connecting portion is connected to the 
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connector in anti-rotating relation by circumferentially engaging with a rotation 
preventive recess formed on or in the connector housing". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 1-4, 11 and 16-22 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 1, line 7, "an end of the connector housing" should be replaced with "the 

opposite axial end of the connector housing". 

In claim 2, lines 2-3, the phrase "...while clipping the inserting side portion of the 

pipe in anti-rotating relation" is awkward and unclear. Is while being used correctly? Is 

the pipe connecting portion connected by clipping? In anti-rotating relation with respect 

to what? 

In claim 3, line 3, "other" should be replaced with "opposite". 

In claim 3, line 5, the phrase "the end in the portion of the other axial end" should 
be replaced with "the opposite axial end". 

In claim 3, lines 6-7, "...while clipping the inserting side portion in anti-rotating 
relation" is awkward and unclear. Is while being used correctly? Is the pipe connecting 
portion connected by clipping? In anti-rotating relation with respect to what? 

In claim 11, lines 7-8, "an end of the connector housing" should be replaced with 
"the opposite axial end of the connector housing". 

In claim 16, line 3, "other" should be replaced with "opposite". 

In claim 17, line 6, "an end of the connector housing" should be replaced with 
"the opposite axial end of the connector housing". 
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In claim 18, line 2, the phrase "is in the form of should be replaced with 
"comprises". 

In claim 19, lines 3-4, it is unclear as to how the pipe connecting portion is 
narrowed in diameter. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

In claim 11, lines 14-16, reciting "a connector connecting portion to be connected 
to the connector in anti-rotating relation by circumferential engagement with the 
engagement window of the retainer holding portion" constitutes new matter not 
supported by the original disclosure. 

In claim 16, lines 3-5, reciting "and the connector connecting portion is connected 
to the connector in anti-rotating relation by circumferential engagement with the 
retainer" constitutes new matter not supported by the original disclosure. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 13, 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Inoue (US 6,860,515). 

The applied reference has a common inventor and assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .1 32 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Inoue discloses an anti-rotation device for a pipe and a connector, the connector 
having sealing means (25), retainer means (33), and a connector housing (see Figure 
1 ) provided with a connecting portion (9) for a mating member (3) in communication with 
the pipe on one axial end of the connector housing, the pipe including an inserting side 
portion of straight tubular shape inserted into the connector housing (see Figure 1), the 
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inserting side portion being connected to the connector housing by engagement of an 
annular engagement projection (43) formed on the inserting side portion with the 
retainer means, the sealing means forming a seal between the inserting side portion 
and the connector housing, the device comprising: a pipe connecting portion (73) 
connected to the inserting side portion of the pipe in anti-rotating relation and a 
connector connecting portion (71) to be connected to the connector in anti-rotating 
relation by circumferentially engaging with a rotation preventive recess (defined by 
portion 17 and surface 31 ) formed on or in the connector housing, the connector 
connecting portion being constructed on or integrally with the pipe connecting portion; 
an elastic material layer (other seal 25) formed between the pipe connecting portion and 
the pipe; the retainer means is a retainer held in a retainer holding portion (15) formed 
on the other axial end of the connector housing in anti-rotating relation, and the 
connector connecting portion is connected to the connector in anti-rotating relation by 
circumferential engagement with the retainer (see FIG. 3, 4 and 6). 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 11, 13, 14, 16 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Takayanagi (US 2003/0218334 A1). 

The applied reference has a common inventor and assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .1 32 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
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application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Takayanagi discloses an anti-rotation device for a pipe and a connector, the 
connector having sealing means (e.g. 31, 35), retainer means (5), and a connector 
housing (3) provided with a connecting portion (9) for a mating member in 
communication with the pipe on one axial end of the connector housing, the pipe 
including an inserting side portion (see FIG. 10) of straight tubular shape inserted into 
the connector housing (see FIG. 10), the inserting side portion being connected to the 
connector housing by engagement of an annular engagement projection (67) formed on 
the inserting side portion with the retainer means, the sealing means forming a seal 
between the inserting side portion and the connector housing, the device comprising: a 
pipe connecting portion (107) connected to the inserting side portion of the pipe in anti- 
rotating relation and a connector connecting portion (95) to be connected to the 
connector in anti-rotating relation by circumferentially engaging with a rotation 
preventive recess/window (43) formed on or in the connector housing, the connector 
connecting portion being constructed on or integrally with the pipe connecting portion; 
an elastic material layer (31) formed (axially) between the pipe connecting portion and 
the inserting side portion of the pipe; the retainer means is a retainer held in a retainer 
holding portion formed on the other axial end of the connector housing in anti-rotating 
relation, and the connector connecting portion is connected to the connector in anti- 
rotating relation by circumferential engagement with the retainer (see FIG. 3, 4 and 6). 
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Note that in the above rejections, structure that is connected to another structure 
such that rotation is precluded in one direction or about one axis is considered sufficient 
to meet the limitation "connected... in anti-rotating relation". In other words, the 
limitation "connected... in anti-rotating relation" has not been considered to require no 
rotation in all directions or about all axes. 

Response to Arguments 

Regarding Applicant's arguments filed 2/14/06 with respect to Inoue and 
Takayanagi, refer to the explanations provided in the above 35 USC 102 rejections by 
Inoue and Takayanagi respectively. Further, Takayanagi's component (7) can be 
considered an anti-rotation device insofar as it helps to prevent rotation of the pipe 
about a vertical axis orthogonal to the longitudinal axis of the pipe. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hewitt whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7084. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 930am-600pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

i 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




